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DIPARTIMENTO DI MEDICINA – DIMED 
Department of Medicine – DIMED 
Direttore: Prof. Paolo Simioni 
 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL “PADUA LYMPHATIC FORUM” (16th-20th SEPTEMBER 2024) 
 

- APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN! - 
 
“Padua Lymphatic Forum” Summer School is a unique international event, focused on a commonly 
neglected part of the vasculature: the Lymphatic System. Recent advances in our understanding of 
lymphatics in health and disease have opened up exciting new research avenues and therapeutic 
opportunities in diverse disease settings. 
 
The school program brings together a diverse range of esteemed speakers and discussion leaders from 
Padua and from many institutions and organizations worldwide.  
During the 5 days, all themed around different topics, these experts will discuss the state-of-the-art and 
latest advances in this evolving field, covering aspects of vascular and mechano-biology; lymphatic 
pathophysiology in cardiovascular-metabolic, renal, lung and CNS disease; inflammation; clinical diagnosis 
management of lymphatic disorders; genetics; point-of-care, advanced and interventional imaging; 
optimal physical, medical and surgical/interventional, as well as novel and upcoming, therapeutics; 
research opportunities and models of disease. The program was designed to facilitate interdisciplinary 
exchange across all these topics, and out-of-the-box thinking, accordingly.   
Many lectures and scientific contributions will be delivered by scientists and clinicians joining us in-person 
in Padua, thus facilitating interaction with the students. In addition to premier lectures, the 18 selected 
participants will attend practical workshops spanning bench-to-bedside approaches to lymphatic vessels, 
will have designated free time for networking and will be involved in informal social and cultural events, 
all meant to generate opportunities for professional development.  
Not only will Padua offer an ideal scientific milieu, thanks to centennial historical tradition, recently 
established clinical and educational programs in lymphedema, world-leading imaging technology, 
internationally renowned expertise and scientific attractiveness, but also the atmosphere of a city that has 
recently been included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The selected students will enjoy a unique late-
summer time in Padua. For those coming from Institutions other than Padua, we have already reserved 8 
rooms at no cost for the entire week, offered on a competitive basis. 
 
The “PADUA LYMPHATIC FORUM” Summer School is hosted by the Department of Medicine (DIMED), 
University of Padua, with contributions from partner Departments, including Dept. of Neurosciences 
(DNS); of Cardiac, Thoracic, Vascular Sciences and Public Health (DSCTV); of Information Engineering (DEI); 
of Molecular Medicine (DMM).  
 
The Summer School is open to Master Students in Biomedical disciplines, Medical Residents and first year 
PhD Students enrolled at UNIPD, including exchange/visiting students, or enrolled at other Universities. 
Applications from candidates with different profiles may be considered on a case-by-case basis.  
Potential applicants are requested to submit a (maximum) one-page letter (A4, font 12) to 
plf.summerschool.dimed@unipd.it, presenting relevant academic background, previous international or 
other relevant experience(s), motivation for attendance and expectations from the course by Sunday 21st  
July. A dedicated panel will review the applications and inform by July 27th the selected participants, for 
whom participation will be at no cost (excluding travel to Padua).
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Giacomo Rossitto, MD, PhD; “Padua Lymphatic Forum” Summer School organizer 
Associate Professor of Internal Medicine;  
Department of Medicine (DIMED), Università degli Studi di Padova 
Honorary Research Fellow,  
School of Cardiovascular & Metabolic Health, University of Glasgow, UK  

 
Michael J. Davis, PhD; VISITING PROFESSOR 
Curators' Distinguished Professor 
Margaret Proctor Mulligan Professor in Medical Research  
2022 LE&RN-GRC Lifetime Achievement Awards in Lymphatic Research 
Dept. of Medical Pharmacology & Physiology; University of Missouri, Columbia (MO) 
 

FACULTY 

 

Gian Paolo Rossi, MD  
Full Prof. of Internal Medicine 
Chair of Emergency Medicine 
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Jorge A. Castorena, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Dept. Pharmacology,  
Tulane University 

 

Stefano Masiero, MD  
Full Professor 
Physical Medicine and Rehab 
DNS, UNIPD 
 

 

Kari Alitalo, MD, PhD  
Finnish Academy of Sciences 
Faculty of Medicine,  
University of Helsinki 
 

 

Ebba Brakenhielm, PhD 
Research Director  
Inserm, DR2 
University of Rouen 

 

Christian Ure, MD  
Head of department 
Acute and Rehab Dpt, 
Lymphklinik Wolfsberg 

 

Jean Paul Belgrado, PhD  
Research Professor 
Dept of Rehabilitation Sciences 
Université libre de Bruxelles 
 

 

Andrea Moriondo, PhD  
Associate Professor, 
Physiology; Università degli 
Studi dell’Insubria 

 

Luciana Caenazzo, MD  
Associate Professor 
Istituto di Medicina Legale 
DCTV, UNIPD 
 

 

Giovanna Albertin, PhD  
Associate Professor 
Istituto di Anatomia Umana 
DNS, UNIPD 
 

 

Scott Zawieja, PhD  
Assistant Professor,  
Pharmacology & Physiology; 
University of Missouri 

 

Silvia Fontana, MD  
Coordinator 
Regional Hub for Lymhedema 
AULSS7 
 

 

Veronique Angeli, PhD  
Director, Immunology Program  
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, 
National University of Singapore 
 

 

Mattia Veronese, PhD  
Associate Professor,  
Biomedical Engineering  
DEI, UNIPD 

 

Isabelle Quéré, MD, PhD 
Professor, Head of Vascular and 
Lymphology Medicine 
CHU, Montpellier 
 

 

Giovanni Bertoldi, PhD  
Post-doc 
Vascular Myography Lab  
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Steven T. Proulx, PhD  
CSF clearance Group Leader  
Theodor Kocher Institute, 
University of Bern 

 

Sara Troncon 
Physiotherapist 
Brest Unit – Rehab 
IOV, Castelfranco Veneto 
 

 

Joseph M. Rutkowski, PhD  
Associate Professor 
Director, Div. Lymphatic Biology  
Texas A&M University 
 

 

Julia Schubert, PhD  
Senior Image analyst  
Department of Neuroimaging 
King’s College London 
 

 

Eva Trevisson, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Medical Genetics 
DSB, UNIPD 
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Valentina Triacca, PhD 
Biomedical Engineer 
CEO, Lymphatica Medtech 
Lausanne 
 

 

Claus C. Pieper, MD  
Professor of Radiology,  
Head, Lymph vessel therapy 
University Hospital Bonn  

Lorenzo A. Calò, MD, PhD 
Full Prof. of Nephrology 
Head of Nephrology 
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Barbara Garmy-Susini, PhD 
Research Director, Inserm, 
Maladies Métaboliques et CV 
Toulouse 
 

 

Meggiolaro Fabrizio, MD 
Director, Breast Surgery  
Azienda Osp. Università Pd 
 
 

 

Domenico Bagordo, MD 
Specialist in Nephrology 
PhD Candidate  
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Stanley G. Rockson, MD  
Allan and Tina Neill Professor 
Lymphatic Research & Medicine 
Stanford Medicine 
 

 

James E. Moore, Jr, PhD (TBC) 
Chair, Medical Device Design 
Dept of Bioengineering 
Imperial College London  

Lucrezia Furian, MD  
Full Prof. of Surgery 
Head of Renal transplant Unit 
DISCOG, UNIPD 
 

 

Giampiero Avruscio, MD  
Director, 
Angiology Unit 
Azienda Ospedale Università Pd 
 

 

Franco Bassetto, MD  
Full Prof. of Plastic Surgery 
Director, Plastic Surgery 
DNS, UNIPD 
 

 

Alejandro Chade, MD  
Professor, Dept of Medical 
Pharmacology and Physiology; 
University of Missouri 

 

Anna Poretto, MD  
PhD Candidate  
Angiology Unit 
Azienda Osp. Università Pd 
 

 

Alfio Luca Costa, MD 
PhD Candidate  
Plastic Surgery 
Azienda Osp. Università Pd 
 

 

Sirio Dupont, PhD  
Full Professor 
Group Leader, Mechanobiology  
Dept. of Molecular Med, UNIPD 
 

 

Lara Bonaldo, MD  
Physical Medicine and Rehab 
Lymphedema Unit 
Azienda Osp. Università Pd 
 

 

Eva Kolsheen, MD 
PhD Candidate  
Plastic Surgery 
Azienda Osp. Università Pd 
 

 

Joshua Scallan, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Dept of Mol. Pharmacology and 
Physiology; USF Heart Institute 

 

Filippo Crimì, MD, PhD  
Assistant Professor, Radiology 
Institute of Radiology 
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Vincenzo Vindigni, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Plastic Surgery 
DNS, UNIPD 
 

 

Giovanni Di Salvo, MD, PhD 
Full Prof. of Pediatric Cardiology 
Director, Ped. cardiology & CHD, 
DSB, UNIPD 
 

 

Diego Cecchin, MD 
Associate Professor  
Director, Nuclear Medicine 
DIMED, UNIPD 
 

 

Francesco Boccardo, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
Unit of Lymphatic Surgery 
Università di Genova 
 

 

Gabriele Egidy Assenza, MD, PhD 
Adult CHD Specialist 
IRCCS University Hospital 
Sant’Orsola, Bologna 

 

Maxim Itkin, MD 
Professor of Radiology 
Center for Lymphatic Disorders 
University of Pennsylvania 
 

 

Andrzej Szuba, MD, PhD 
Professor of Medicine,  
Division of Angiology  
Wroclaw Medical University 

 

Dongeon Kim, PhD 
Post-Doctoral Researcher,  
Division of Pulm and CCM  
Stanford Medicine 

 

Roberto Luisetto, BSc, PhD 
Senior technician,  
ARCHIMED Research Centre 
UNIPD 
 

 

Sandrine Mestre, MD, PhD 
Vascular & Lymphology Med. 
CHU, Montpellier 
 

 

Sanjeev Datar, MD, PhD 
Professor, Pediatrics 
UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital 

 


